
 How to make a “Llanterna”

We will need   :  

– A watermelon or melon with a DARK skin.
– A medium sized bucket (not a small one for sand in beaches)
– A sharp knife.
– A metre of thin rope and two thin pick sticks.
– A piece of kitchen cloth.
– A black feltip.
– A short candle.
– Three “cap negre” needles.

Procedure:

We will use a “llanterna” made from a watermelon as an example:

1. Firstly, we will mark with a pen the circle where the 
watermelon will be opened and from where we will empty 
the pulp (which will not happen until the exterior decoration 
process is finished).

2. Then in the leftover space on the surface, we will
draw the outlines which will decorate the “llanterna”. 
We should start with simple figures; with practice we 
will be able to complicate the designs.



3. Then we will use the knife to remove the exterior dark 
peel in the inside of the drawings, making it translucent to 
the candle light.

4. Once the decoration is ended, we will proceed
 to open the water melon from the top.

5. Then, using a spoon, we will empty the pulp, 
leaving a layer of 1.5 cm all around the interior wall. 
Then we will empty the areas under the drawings 
a bit more (scratching the wall so more candle light
 can get through, without making any holes). In the
 end it is all about leaving a thin layer between
 the interior and the drawings that will be translucen
t to the light of the candle that will be lit in the
 interior. We insist that THE WATERMELON OR
 MELON MUST NOT HAVE ANY HOLES (like
 with Halloween) as this is not the tradition
 in our country, and it is not our objective.

6. When the process is ended, we will place a
candle (it is better if it is short and fat so it stays upright)
 in the interior. We can stop it from moving if we use
 a few needles to stick it to its base, by piercing the 
watermelon from the outside into the candle in the inside.

7. Finally, a large handle can be applied (so the 
heat from the candle does not burn the child’s hands),
 and we are ready for the night parade.




